
Alexandra G. DiFeliceantonio, PhD 
1 Riverside Circle, Ste 100 

Roanoke, VA 24016 
540-526-2285 
dife@vt.edu 

EDUCATION 
Year School Degree 
2013 University of Michigan PhD 
2008 Sweet Briar College BS 

 

POSTDOCTORAL TRAINING 
Year Institution Department 
2017 – 2019  Icahn School of Medicine at Mount Sinai Friedman Brain Institute 
2013 – 2018  Yale University John B. Pierce Laboratory 
2013 – 2018 Max Planck Institute for Metabolism Research Translational Neurocircuitry Group 

 

ACADEMIC APPOINTMENTS 
Year Institution Title 
2019 – 
present  

Virginia Polytechnic and State University (Virginia Tech) 
Human Nutrition, Foods, and Exercise (HNFE) 

Assistant Professor 

2018 – 
2019  

Yale University 
Psychiatry 

Associate Research Scientist 

 

ACADEMIC ADMINISTRATIVE APPOINTMENTS 
Year Institution Title 
2024 – 
present  

Center for Health Behaviors Research (CHBR) 
Fralin Biomedical Research Institute (FBRI) at Virginia 
Tech Carilion (VTC) 

Co-Director (interim) 

2024 – 
present 

Whole Health Consortium 
Virginia Tech 

Leadership Council 
Member 

2021 – 
present 

Translational Biology, Medicine, and Health Graduate Program  
Virginia Tech 

Neuroscience Co-Focus 
Area Director 

2020 – 
2024 

Center for Health Behaviors Research (CHBR) 
Fralin Biomedical Research Institute (FBRI) at Virginia 
Tech Carilion (VTC) 

Co-Associate Director 



 

CONSULTING POSITIONS (highlights only) 
Year Organization Role 
November 2025 ABC News Expert Consultant, “Gut Check: The Foods We Eat” 

Also featured on Good Morning America 
December 2024 National 

Geographic 
Expert Consultant, “How sugar and fat affect your brain” 

September 2023 Scientific 
American 

Expert Consultant, “Period Food Cravings Are Real. A New Brain 
Finding Could Explain Why They Happen” 
“Food Can Be Literally Addictive, New Evidence Suggests” 

August 2023 National Public 
Radio 

Expert Consultant, “Diabetes drug Ozempic and weight-loss drug 
Wegovy seem to curb other cravings” 
“Ozempic seems to curb cravings for alcohol. Here's what 
scientists think is going on” 

2021 Film “Crisis” Addiction Neuroimaging Expert Consultant 
June 2018 Scientific 

American 
Expert Consultant, “Fat–Carb Combo Is a Potent One–Two 
Punch” 

 

SCIENTIFIC ACTIVITIES 
Study Section: 
Year Section 
2023 – present  Ad-Hoc Member of Neuroscience of Interception and Chemosensation (NIC), Center for 

Scientific Review, National Institutes of Health 
June 2023 Ad-Hoc Member of Communication Disorders Review Committee (an NIDCD standing 

panel which reviews early-career R21s, career development awards (Ks), and conference 
grants) 

June 2023 Ad-Hoc Member of Biobehavioral Regulation Learning and Ethology (BRLE), Center for 
Scientific Review, National Institutes of Health 

Guest Editorships 
Year Journal Role 
2024 – 2025  Physiology and Behavior (2.5) Guest Editor 
2023 – 2024  Appetite (3.8) Guest Editor 
Ad hoc reviewer  
Appetite  Journal of Behavioral Medicine 
Behavioural Brain Research Journal of Neuroscience 
Cell Metabolism Nature Medicine 
Cell Reports Medicine Nature Metabolism 
Chemical Senses NeuroImage 
Cognition and Emotion Nutrients 
Communications Biology Obesity 
Diabetologia Physiology and Behavior 
European Journal of Neuroscience PLOS Biology 



Imaging Neuroscience Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences 
International Journal of Obesity Scientific Reports 

 

GRANT SUPPORT 
Title  Role  Agency  Period  
Refining Our Understanding 
of Addictive Ultra-
Processed Products: Public 
Opinion and Categorization 

PI Dohman Foundation: 
Subaward from Regents 
of the University of 
Michigan 

(2025-04-01 
– 2027-02-
28) 

Sub-second catecholamine 
dynamics underlying food 
reward in humans  

MPI  
MPIs: 
Montague & 
Howe  

National Institute of 
Diabetes & Digestive & 
Kidney Diseases 
(NIDDK)  

03/01/2025 
–  
12/31/2028  

CUBE: A Collaborative 
Undergraduate Biostatistics 
Experience to Diversify and 
Bring Awareness to the 
Field of Collaborative 
Biostatistics*  

Co-
Investigator  
(Co-I)  
 
PI: Hanlon  

National Institute on 
Drug Abuse  

05/01/2023 
– 
03/31/2028  

Ultra-processed food 
reward: neural and 
metabolic factors  

Principal 
Investigator  
(PI)  
 

NIDDK  02/01/2023 
–
01/31/2028  

A gut-brain interaction 
controlling reward learning  

Co-I  
 
PI: Howe  
  

NIDDK  08/05/2022 
–  
05/31/2027  

Influence of ultra-processed 
foods on reward processing 
and energy intake  

MPI  
MPI Brenda 
Davy  

National Institute of 
Child Health & Human 
Development  

07/22/2022 
–
06/30/2024  

The role of altered nutrient 
partitioning in food reward  

PI  
 

iTHRIV Pilot 
Translational and 
Clinical Studies 
Program  

02/01/2022 
–
01/31/2023  

Title  Role  Internal Agency  Period  
Metabolic consequences of 
sugar and artificial 
sweetener consumption  

PI  
Co-I Warren   

Seale Innovation Fund 
at FBRI  

3/10/25 – 
3/10/26  

VTF-SJ Ritchey Research 
Grant  

PI  
  

Program Virginia Tech 
Foundation  

1/16/2023 –
6/30/2025  

The role of food processing 
in metabolism and reward  

PI  Seale Innovation Fund 
at FBRI  

01/01/2022 
–
12/31/2022  

Neural and Metabolic 
Correlates of Carbohydrate 
Reward  

PI Scholar  iTHRIV Scholars 
Program  
  

07/01/2020 
–06/30/2022 



Metabolic determinants of 
carbohydrate reinforcement  

PI  CHBR Pilot Award  07/01/2020 
–
06/31/2021  

Striatal dopaminergic 
mechanisms of food 
reward  

Co-I 
PI: Howe   

CHBR Pilot Award  07/01/2020 
–
06/31/2021  

*Administratively canceled  

HONORS AND AWARDS 
Year Organization Award 
2025 Virginia Tech Office of Research and 

Innovation 
Research Excellence 

2022 Virginia Tech Graduate School Mentor of the Month, April 
2021 Society for the Study of Ingestive 

Behavior (SSIB) 
Timothy J. Barnett Award for best presentation by 
a junior faculty member 

2019 National Institute of Diabetes and 
Digestive and Kidney Diseases 

Travel award: Neuroimaging and Modulation in 
Obesity and Diabetes 10th Anniversary Meeting 

2018 Mount Sinai Office of Postdoctoral 
Affairs 

Promising Young Investigator Travel Award 

2011 – 2013  University of Michigan Substance 
Abuse Research Center 

Postdoctoral training grant T32 DA007267 

2011 European Behavioral Pharmacology 
Society 

Travel award 

2010 Motivational Neuronal Networks 
Conference 

Travel award 

2009 – 2011 Rackham Graduate School Travel grant 
2008 – 2009 National Institute on Drug Abuse Postdoctoral training grant 5T32DA007281-14 

 

MEMBERSHIPS AND OFFICES IN PROFESSIONAL SOCIETIES 
Year Organization Role 
2023 – 2025  Society for the Study of 

Ingestive Behavior (SSIB) 
Elected Board Member 

2022 – 2024 SSIB Planning Committee Member 

July 2024 SSIB Session Co-Chair, “What did I just eat? Ultra-processed 
Foods and Macronutrients” at annual meeting 

July 2023 SSIB Session Chair, “Oral Session 6: Motivation” at 
annual meeting 

2015 – present SSIB Member 
2009 Society for Neuroscience Member 

 



TEACHING 
Courses Taught 
Date Course Credit Hrs # Students 
Fall 2025 Translational Biology, Medicine & Health (TBMH) 4.00 29 
Spring 2025 TBMH: Fundamentals of Molecular Brain Science 4.00 9 
Fall 2024 Translational Biology, Medicine & Health (TBMH) 8.00 21 
Spring 2024 TBMH: Fundamentals of Molecular Brain Science 4.00 15 
Fall 2023 TBMH 8.00 24 
Spring 2023 TBMH: Fundamentals of Cognitive Neuroscience 4.00 9 
Fall 2022 TBMH 8.00 11 
Spring 2022 TBMH: Fundamentals of Cognitive Neuroscience 4.00 10 
Fall 2021 TBMH 8.00 24 
Guest Lectures 
Date Course Credit Hrs # Students 
Fall 2025 HNFE: Exercise Metabolism and Disease 3.00 12 
Spring 2025 HNFE: Exercise Metabolism and Disease 3.00 150 
Fall 2021 HNFE: Molecular Aspects of Nutrition 3.00 8 
Fall 2021 NEUR: Molecular and Cellular Neuroscience 4.00 13 
Spring 2021 HNFE: Translational Science in Human Nutrition Foods 

and Exercise 
3.00 15 

Spring 2021 NEUR: Cognitive Neuroscience 4.00 60 
 

MENTORING ACTIVITIES 
Graduate Students (completed) 
Role Name Degree Project Title 
Chair Amber (Kelly) 

Burns 
PhD Translational 
Biology, Medicine, and 
Health (TBMH) 

Gut-Brain interactions in Food reward 

Committee 
Member 

Jeremiah Brown PhD Human Nutrition 
Foods and Exercise 
(HNFE) 

The Effect of Episodic Future Thinking 
on a Novel Measure of Behavioral 
Economic Demand for Exercise 

Maria Rego PhD HNFE The Impact of Weight Bias and Stigma 
on Energy Misreporting in 24-Hour 
Dietary Recalls 

Kristen Howard PhD TBMH High Levels of Total Energy 
Expenditure in Ultra-Endurance 
Athletes: Is There Evidence for 
Constraint? 

Asrar Qari MS HNFE A Nutrition Education Program 
Focusing on Feelings of Hunger and 
Fullness for Pre-School Age Children 

Emily Schmall MS HNFE Using Recovery Biomarkers to Evaluate 
Dietary Compliance in Young Adults 



Provided Controlled Diets High in Ultra-
Processed Foods and Free from Ultra-
Processed Foods 

Katie Marschalko MS TBMH Functions of Mediodorsal Thalamic 
Astrocytes in Cue-Based Learning 

 Alec Hartle PhD Neuroscience Monoaminergic Signaling in the Human 
Brain: New Insights 

 

Graduate Students (in progress) 
Role Name Degree Status 
Chair Zachary Hutelin PhD Translational Biology, 

Medicine, and Health (TBMH) 
Passed qualifying exam, received 
NSF fellowship, published 1 first 
author and 2 co-author papers, 
submitted 1 co-author paper 

Emma Leslie PhD TBMH Passed qualifying exam, received 
Ray Gaskins fellowship, published 1 
first author book chapter and 1 co-
author paper, submitted another co-
first author paper 

Committee 
Member 

Shadi Ariyanfar PhD Human Nutrition Foods 
and Exercise (HNFE) 

Passed qualifying exam 

Haylee Downey PhD TBMH Passed preliminary exam 
Seun Imani PhD TBMH Passed preliminary exam 
Blakely Lockhart PhD TBMH Passed preliminary Exam 
Asia Dofat PhD TBMH Passed preliminary exam 
Mona Safari PhD TBMH Passed preliminary exam 
Anna Feldbush PhD Neuroscience Formed Committee 
Tung Bui PhD Neuroscience Passed preliminary exam 

Research 
Mentor 

Lillian Brouwer MD Virginia Tech Carilion 
School of Medicine 
(VTCSOM) 

3rd Year 

Lara Tablieh MD VTCSOM 2nd Year 
Sophia Roche MD VTCSOM 1st Year 
Kishu Chaudry MD VTCSOM 1st Year 

 

Undergraduates 

Student Name Department College Expected 
Graduation 

Ariyanna Elay Psychology College of Science 2027 
Eliza Hussain Neuroscience College of Science 2028 
Anastasia Groccia Neuroscience College of Science 2026 
Han Lee Biology College of Science 2025 
Wenjing Yu Biology College of Science 2024 
Abigail Valle Biology College of Science 2024 
Rhianna Sullivan Neuroscience College of Science 2023 
Arijit Pradhan Biology College of Science 2023 



Jon Dotson HNFE College of Agriculture and Life Sciences 2023 
Jewel Mayo HNFE College of Agriculture and Life Sciences 2022 
Harpreet Dhami Biology College of Science 2022 

 

EXTRAMURAL INVITED PRESENTATIONS 
Year National/International Invited Presentation 
2025 Why do we eat what we eat?: Brain and metabolic responses to processed foods. 

University of Michigan LSA Psychology. Ann Arbor, MI. Nov 10 
2025 Oro-sensory and Post-ingestive Dopamine Signals Interact to Control Food Reward. 

Obesity Week, Annual Conference for the Obesity Society [Oral Session] Atlanta, Ga. 
Nov 4. 

2025 Processing Matters: Neural and Metabolic Responses to Ultra-vs Minimally Processed 
Foods. Obesity Week, Annual Conference for the Obesity Society [Oral Session] Atlanta, 
Ga. Nov 4. 

2025 Blackburn Symposium: The Science Behind Ultra-Processed Foods - Addiction, Health 
Effects and Regulatory Efforts. Obesity Week, Annual Conference for the Obesity Society 
[Symposium] Atlanta, Ga. Nov 6. 

2025 Studying neural and physiological factors of food choice in humans. Neurometabolic 
Seminar Series by the Student Committee in Neurometabolism. Virtual. July 24 

2025 Monoamine dynamics in response to tastes in humans. Neuromodulation of Chemosensation 
symposium at the American Chemical Senses Society Meeting. Bonita Springs, FL (Invited but 
could not attend due to injury and inability to fly) 

2024 The Intersection of Food Choice, Neural Pathways, and Metabolic Responses in Humans. Mid-
Atlantic Diabetes and Obesity Research Symposium, NIDDK, NIH 

2024 Brain Response to Foods: The impact of processing and food liking. Neuroscience Seminar 
Series, Medical University of South Carolina, Charleston, SC 

2024 Brain response to food: the impact of processing and food liking. Modern Diet and Physiology 
Research Center, Montreal Neurological Institute, Canada. Virtual. 

2024 Highly processed foods can be considered addictive substances based on established scientific 
criteria. Caribbean Regional Youth Advocacy Meeting. Virtual. 

2024 Brain response to food: the impact of processing and food liking. Monell Chemical Senses, 
University of Pennsylvania 

2024 Why we eat what we eat: Processed food and addiction. Brain Awareness Week. Northern Illinois 
University, DeKalb, IL 

2023 Processed food and food reward. Columbia Cornell Obesity: Etiology, Prevention, and Treatment 
CME course 

2023 How do our brains react to food pictures? Obesity Week. Dallas, Texas. 
2023 Bloomberg Philanthropy’s annual Global Food Policy Partners Meeting in New York City, NY 
2023 Neural encoding of oral and post-ingestive food reward. Neuroeconomic Seminar, University of 

Zurich. Virtual 

2022 Why do we eat what we eat? Metabolic and neural determinants of food choice. University of 
New South Wales Symposium on Eating and Appetite (USEA). Virtual. 



2022 Processed food and food reward. Columbia Cornell Obesity: Etiology, Prevention, and Treatment 
CME course 

2021 Why do we eat what we eat? Overlap between food and drug reward in the brain. International 
Society for Neurogastronomy. Virtual. 

2021 Why do we eat what we eat? Brain School. Brain Awareness Week. Virtual. 
2021 Effects of an 8-week high fat intervention on food reward and brain response to palatable food. 

Yale Appetitive Neuroscience Seminar Series. 

2021 The Role of Speed of Nutrient Availability in Food Reward. Society for the Study of Ingestive 
Behavior. Virtual. 

2021 Cue mediated feeding – Human Neuroimaging Studies. Obesity Week. Virtual. 
2021 Why do we eat what we eat? Decisional Neuroscience and Nutrition at the German Institute of 

Human Nutrition. Virtual. 

Year Regional Invited Presentations 
2025 Influence of Ultra-Processed Foods on Reward Processing and Energy Intake. Checpoint 

Seminar at Roanoke College Center for Health Careers. 24 Sep 2025. Salem, VA 
2025 Influence of Ultra-Processed Foods on Reward Processing and Energy Intake. Carilion 

Children’s, Pediatric CME Conference: Grand Rounds. 28 Aug 2025. Roanoke, VA 
2022 The fidelity of the gut-brain axis and the (dys)function of learning circuits. Lifelong Learning 

Institute. 
2021 Why do we eat what we eat? Central Virginia Society for Neuroscience Meeting. Virtual. 

 

COMMITTEE AND ADMINISTRATIVE SERVICE 
Year University Role 
2025 – present Virginia Tech Faculty Search Committee Member: Patient Research Center 

Neuroscience Lead 

2023 – present  Virginia Tech Leadership Council, Whole Health Working Group 
2025 Virginia Tech Led the Whole Health Consortium Symposium: Whole Health, Whole 

Communities 

2024 – 2025  Virginia Tech Faculty Search Committee Member: Cognitive and Computational 
Neuroscience 

2024 Virginia Tech Led the Inaugural Annual Meeting of the Whole Health Consortium 
2023 – 2024 Virginia Tech Faculty Search Committee Member: Center for Health Behaviors 

Research 
2022 – 2023 Virginia Tech Roanoke Graduate Student Association Faculty Advisor 
2021 – 2023 Virginia Tech Roanoke Graduate Student Association Executive Board Faculty 

Advisor 
2022 Virginia Tech Faculty Search Committee Member: Obesity and Metabolism 
2022 Virginia Tech Faculty Search Committee Member: Exercise Medicine 
2022 Virginia Tech Brain School Planning Committee Member 
2022 Virginia Tech Member, Whole Health Working Group 
2022 Virginia Tech Center for Health Behaviors Research Summer Research Program 



2021 Virginia Tech Translational Biology, Medicine, and Health Graduate Program 
Neuroscience Focus Area Director 

2021 Virginia Tech Faculty Search Committee Member: Quantitative Neuroscience 
2020 Virginia Tech Participation in the Historically Black Colleges and Universities/ 

Minority Serving Institution (HBCU/MSI) Summit. 

 

PUBLICATIONS 
Key: *trainee author, #VT undergraduate author, $TOUR Scholar author, ^Corresponding/lead author 

Book Chapters 
1. Leslie EH*, Kelly AL*, DiFeliceantonio AG^. Dopamine Magnitude and Timing in Food Reward. 

Food and Addiction: A Comprehensive Handbook, Second Edition, Oxford University Press 
2025.  

2. Howe WM, DiFeliceantonio AG^. Neurobiology of Ingestive Behavior. Handbook of the 
Neurobiology of Eating Disorders. In Press 

Peer-reviewed publications 
1. Rego MLM, Leslie E, Schmall E, Capra B, Hudson S, Ahrens ML, Katz B, Davy KP, Hedrick 

VE, DiFeliceantonio AG, Davy BM. The Influence of Ultraprocessed Food Consumption on 
Energy Intake in Emerging Adulthood: A Controlled Feeding Trial. Obesity (Silver Spring). 2025 
Nov 19. doi: 10.1002/oby.70086. Epub ahead of print. PMID: 41255123. 

a. Impact Factor (IF): 4.7 
b. I obtained funding (with MPI Davy), designed the study (with MPI Davy), wrote and 

edited the manuscript 
2. Quddos F, Fowler M*, de Lima Bovo AC, Elbash Z#, Tegge A, Gatchalian K, Kablinger A, 

DiFeliceantonio AG^, Bickel WK. Physiological and perceptual effects of GLP-1 receptor 
agonists during alcohol consumption in people with obesity: a pilot study. Accepted.  Scientific 
Reports.  

a. Preprint: doi: https://doi.org/10.1101/2025.04.25.25326413 
b. Impact Factor (IF): 3.9 
c. I designed the study with WK Bickel, assisted in data analysis, wrote portions of the 

manuscript and edited the full manuscript, corresponding author 
3. Hartle AE, Kishida KT, Sands LP, Batten SR, Barbosa LS, Bang D, Lohrenz T, White JP, K 

Sohrabi A, Calafiore RL, DiFeliceantonio AG, Laxton AW, Tatter SB, Witcher MR, Montague 
PR, Howe WM^. Caudate serotonin signaling during social exchange distinguishes essential 
tremor and Parkinson's disease patients. Nat Commun. 2025 Sep 2;16(1):7958. doi: 
10.1038/s41467-025-63079-w. PMID: 40897696; PMCID: PMC12405566. 

a. IF 17.2 
b. I assisted with data analysis, electrode placement interpretation, and writing 

4. Baugh ME*, Ahrens ML, Burns AK*, Sullivan RM*#, Valle AN*#, Hanlon AL, DiFeliceantonio 
AG^. Metrics of glycemic control but not body weight influence flavor nutrient conditioning in 
humans. Physiol Behav. 2025 Nov 1;301:115037. doi: 10.1016/j.physbeh.2025.115037. Epub 
2025 Jul 25. PMID: 40716480; PMCID: PMC12393117. 

a. IF 2.5 
b. I obtained funding, designed the study, corresponding/lead author 

5. Kelly AL*, Baugh ME*, Ahrens ML, Valle AN*#, Sullivan RM*#, Oster ME*$, Fowler ME*, Carter 
BE*, Davy BM, Hanlon AL, DiFeliceantonio AG^. Neural and metabolic factors in carbohydrate 
reward: Rationale, design, and methods for a flavor-nutrient learning paradigm in humans. 



Contemp Clin Trials. 2024 Dec;147:107717. doi: 10.1016/j.cct.2024.107717. Epub 2024 Oct 
15. PMID: 39413990; PMCID: PMC11688656. 

a. IF 1.9 
b. Obtained funding, designed the study, wrote and edited the manuscript, 

corresponding/lead author 
6. Baugh ME*, Ahrens ML, Hutelin Z*, Stylianos C, Wohlers-Kariesch E, Oster ME*$, Dotson 

J*#$, Moon J, Hanlon AL, DiFeliceantonio AG^. Validity and reliability of a new whole room 
indirect calorimeter to assess metabolic response to small calorie loads. PLOSOne. 2024 Jun 
20;19(6):e0304030. doi: 10.1371/journal.pone.0304030. PMID: 38900814; PMCID: 
PMC11189231. 

a. IF 2.6 
b. Obtained funding, designed the study, wrote and edited the manuscript, 

corresponding/lead author 
7. Hutelin Z*, Ahrens M, Baugh ME*, Oster ME*$, Hanlon AL, DiFeliceantonio AG^. Creation and 

validation of a NOVA scored picture set to evaluate ultra-processed foods. Appetite. 2024 Jul 
1;198:107358. doi: 10.1016/j.appet.2024.107358. Epub 2024 Apr 15. PMID: 38621591; 
PMCID: PMC11092385. 

a. IF 3.8 
b. Obtained funding, designed the study, wrote and edited the manuscript, 

corresponding/lead author 
8. Howes EM, Parker MK, Misyak SA, DiFeliceantonio AG, Davy BM, Brown LEC, Hedrick VE. 

The Impact of Weight Bias and Stigma on the 24 h Dietary Recall Process in Adults with 
Overweight and Obesity: A Pilot Study. Nutrients. 2024; 16(2):191. 
https://doi.org/10.3390/nu16020191 

a. IF 5.0 
b. Provided equipment, technical advice, and edited the manuscript 

9. Rego MLM*, Leslie E*, Capra BT, Helder M, Yu W*, Katz B, Davy KP, Hedrick VE, Davy BM, 
DiFeliceantonio AG^. The influence of ultra-processed food consumption on reward processing 
and energy intake: Background, design, and methods of a controlled feeding trial in 
adolescents and young adults. Contemp Clin Trials. 2023 Dec;135:107381. doi: 
10.1016/j.cct.2023.107381. Epub 2023 Nov 5. PMID: 37935307. 

a. IF 1.9 
b. Co-designed study, assisted with data analyses, edited manuscript, corresponding/lead 

author 
10. Quddos F, Hubshman Z, Tegge A, Sane D, Marti E, Kablinger AS, Gatchalian KM, Kelly AL*, 

DiFeliceantonio AG, Bickel WK^. Semaglutide and Tirzepatide reduce alcohol consumption in 
individuals with obesity. Sci Rep. 2023 Nov 28;13(1):20998. doi: 10.1038/s41598-023-48267-2. 
PMID: 38017205; PMCID: PMC10684505. 

a. IF 3.9 
b. Co-designed study, wrote discussion, edited manuscript. 

11. Gearhardt AN^, Bueno NB, DiFeliceantonio AG, Roberto CA, Jiménez-Murcia S, Fernandez-
Aranda F. Social, clinical, and policy implications of ultra-processed food addiction. BMJ. 2023 
Oct 9;383:e075354. doi: 10.1136/bmj-2023-075354. Erratum in: BMJ. 2023 Nov 14;383:p2679. 
PMID: 37813420; PMCID: PMC10561019. 

a. IF 42.7 
b. Wrote and edited manuscript 

12. Baugh M.E*, DiFeliceantonio AG^. Obesity impairs brain responses to nutrients. Nat Metab. 
2023 Jun;5(6):920-921. doi: 10.1038/s42255-023-00822-x. PMID: 37308723. 

a. IF 20.8 



b. Prepared commentary and created figure, corresponding/lead author 
13. Edwin Thanarajah S, DiFeliceantonio AG, Albus K, Kuzmanovic B, Rigoux L, Iglesias S, 

Hanßen R, Schlamann M, Cornely OA, Brüning JC, Tittgemeyer M, Small DM^. Habitual daily 
intake of a sweet and fatty snack modulates reward processing in humans. Cell Metab. 2023 
Apr 4;35(4):571-584.e6. doi: 10.1016/j.cmet.2023.02.015. Epub 2023 Mar 22. PMID: 
36958330. 

a. IF 30.9  
b. Performed experiments, analyses, contributed to the manuscript, and created figures 

14. Gearhardt AN^, DiFeliceantonio AG. The risks of misclassifying addictive food substances as 
non-addictive. Addiction. 2023 Apr;118(4):605-606. doi: 10.1111/add.16140. Epub 2023 Feb 7. 
PMID: 36750376. 

a. IF 5.3 
b. Co-wrote the manuscript 

15. Gearhardt AN^, DiFeliceantonio AG. Highly processed foods can be considered addictive 
substances based on established scientific criteria. Addiction. 2023 Apr;118(4):589-598. doi: 
10.1111/add.16065. Epub 2022 Nov 9. PMID: 36349900. 

a. IF 5.3 
b. Co-wrote the manuscript 

16. Baugh, M.E.*, Hutelin, Z.*, & DiFeliceantonio, A. G^. (2022). Neural correlates of ‘Liking’ and 
‘Wanting’ in short term eating behaviours and long-term energy balance. Current Opinion in 
Behavioral Sciences, 48,  101227. doi: 10.1016/j.cobeha.2022.101227 

a. IF 3.5 
b. Corresponding/lead author of the manuscript 

17. Caligiuri SPB, Howe WM, Wills L, Smith ACW, Lei Y, Bali P, Heyer MP, Moen JK, Ables JL, 
Elayouby KS, Williams M, Fillinger C, Oketokoun Z, Lehmann VE, DiFeliceantonio AG, 
Johnson PM, Beaumont K, Sebra RP, Ibanez-Tallon I, Kenny PJ^. Hedgehog-interacting 
protein acts in the habenula to regulate nicotine intake. Proc Natl Acad Sci U S A. 2022 Nov 
15;119(46):e2209870119. doi: 10.1073/pnas.2209870119. Epub 2022 Nov 8. PMID: 36346845; 
PMCID: PMC9674224. 

a. IF 9.1 
b. Performed histology and analyzed calcium imaging data 

18. Kelly AL*, Baugh ME*, Oster ME*, DiFeliceantonio AG^. The impact of caloric availability on 
eating behavior and ultra-processed food reward. Appetite. 2022 Nov 1;178:106274. doi: 
10.1016/j.appet.2022.106274. Epub 2022 Aug 10. PMID: 35963586; PMCID: PMC9749763. 

a. IF 3.8 
b. Corresponding/lead author of the manuscript 

19. Smith ACW, Jonkman S, DiFeliceantonio AG, O'Connor RM, Ghoshal S, Romano MF, Everitt 
BJ, Kenny PJ^. Opposing roles for striatonigral and striatopallidal neurons in dorsolateral 
striatum in consolidating new instrumental actions. Nature Communications. (2021) Aug 
25;12(1):5121. doi: 10.1038/s41467-021-25460-3. PMID: 34433818. 

a. IF 15.7 
b. Performed all analyses of calcium imaging experiments, created drafts of figures, and 

contributed to the manuscript 
20. Perszyk EE, Hutelin Z, Trinh J, Kanyamibwa A, Fromm S, Davis XS, Wall KM, Flack KD, 

DiFeliceantonio AG, Small DM^. Fat and Carbohydrate Interact to Potentiate Food Reward in 
Healthy Weight but Not in Overweight or Obesity. Nutrients. 2021 Apr 6;13(4):1203. doi: 
10.3390/nu13041203. PMID: 33917347; PMCID: PMC8067354. 

a. IF 5.0 
b. Assisted with creation of the task, statistical analyses, and manuscript writing 



21. Fromm S, Perszyk EE, Kanyamibwa A, Wall KM, Hutelin Z, Trinh J, Davis XS, Green BG, 
Flack KD, DiFeliceantonio A, Small DM^. Development of MacroPics: A novel food picture set 
to dissociate the effects of carbohydrate and fat on eating behaviors. Appetite. 2021 Apr 
1;159:105051. doi: 10.1016/j.appet.2020.105051. Epub 2020 Nov 23. PMID: 33242580. 

a. IF 3.8 
b. Supervised the student who is lead author on this project, created the task, assisted 

with and performed statistical analyses, and contributed to the manuscript 
22. Wall KM, Farruggia MC, Perszyk EE, Kanyamibwa A, Fromm S, Davis XS, Dalenberg JR, 

DiFeliceantonio AG, Small DM^. No evidence for an association between obesity and 
milkshake liking. Int J Obes (Lond). 2020 Aug;44(8):1668-1677. doi: 10.1038/s41366-020-
0583-x. Epub 2020 May 12. PMID: 32398755; PMCID: PMC7387147. 

a. IF 3.8 
a. Collected data, assisted with data analyses, and contributed to the manuscript 

23. Gritton HJ, Howe WM, Romano MF, DiFeliceantonio AG, Kramer MA, Saligrama V, Bucklin 
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