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Virtual Lecture: Across the
Atlantic and Back: African Human
Genomics Comes Full Circle

In recent years, the field of human genetics, fueled by the human genome project,
has leveraged technological advances in genome sequencing and analyses to make
major inroads into the molecular understanding of human health and disease. These
advances, however, have been largely among individuals of European ancestries,
creating a gap in knowledge, equity, and applicability that adversely impacts persons
of all ancestries. By contrast, as the ancestral home of modern humans - Africa - has

a deep and complex genetic tree that harbors intricate patterns of variation and a
plethora of novel DNA variants that hold the potential to better understand and
appreciate our shared human history, and equitably impact health, disease, and risk
assessment across global populations. Dr. Hanchard will discuss efforts to fill this
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Investigator, Center for Precision Health Research
Head, Childhood Complex Disease Section diversity gap in human genetics, and provide practical examples of how those efforts

National Human Genome Research Institute are positively impacting our understanding of health and disease.

FRIDAY, SEPT. 17, 2021 at 1:00 p.m.
Watch live via Zoom at https://virginiatech.zoom.us/j/82257173281 or at https://fbri.vtc.vt.edu/events/live-webcast.html.
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